
Upington Cargo Hub

Southern Africa’s new Freight Gateway 



Windhoek
Walvis Bay
Luderitz

Upington International Airport is
Centrally situated to every major Southern African destination  

UPINGTON



A Feasibility Study
was completed in March 2006

Concluding that Upington International is ideally Concluding that Upington International is ideally 
situated for the development of a cargo hub.



Upington International  is congestion free 
and

has the fastest turnaround time for freight 
with excellent road and rail links.



Upington International has the longest 
runway in the Southern Hemisphere.

Fuel Farm in place.
Aircraft Maintenance Operation nearing 

completion.



Cold Storage Facility in place with a 
capacity of 200 tonnes.



Customs and Immigration services to be 
upgraded.



Warehousing development sites 
available from ACSA

Application for an Industrial 
Development Zone in progress



Airport Growth of 30% 
66% Business Passengers



Airport will have a positive 
impact on the  National impact on the  National 

Economy.



Business Opportunities…..



//Khara Hais Municipality.
A Municipality sensitive to the needs of business

Our Mayor
Gift van Staden

Our Speaker
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Our Municipal  Manager
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NT November



Wine Farm near Upington



Eu Accredited Abattoir close to Upington.



Sun Dried Raisins Export Product of the 
Upington Area



Kgalagadi Transfrontier Park 250 kms 
from Upington



Luxury Hunting Lodges and Spas 
close to Upington.



Farming Opportunities

•Cut Flowers



Sheep Farming



Organic vegetable farming



Fruit Farming



Cotton PlantationsCotton Plantations



Marble Quarries



SemiSemi precious stones mined near 
Upington.



Upington has world class hospital facilities, with 
resident specialists in every field.



Schools and Tertiary Education



Invest in Upington
One of South Africa’s fastest growing 

economies.



Reasons for airlines considering 
Upington
• Less congestions and more timetable 

choice
• Quicker airport turnaround time
• Potential for improved payload factors• Potential for improved payload factors
• Potentially lower landing and airport 

charges
• Upington provides an alternative business 

opportunity/market to ORT



Benefits to exporters

• Improved supply chain performance
• Shorter source-to-market time frames
• Lower overall transport/logistics costs
• Quicker export clearance times• Quicker export clearance times
• Immediate attention from Customs
• Improved airport security



Business Case

• ACSA re-developing airport as Cargo HUB
• SAA Cargo committed plane to Upington
• Need to link cargo owners and freight 

owners- role of CILTSA membersowners- role of CILTSA members



Way forward

• Dept of Transport in NC to appoint 
transport economist to drive project

• Appoint service provider to refine business 
casecase

• Establish technical task team to develop 
implementation  plan

• Possible IDZ or SEZ based on RIDS 
strategy from the DTI with incentives



Question? 

Needs and expectations of industry from 
Provincial Government 



Conclusion

• Upington Cargo hub ready for 
implementation 

• Chicken and Egg situation
• Rep from industry on task team• Rep from industry on task team
• Expectations from Provincial Government
• Possible consortium of freight forwarders 

to develop this alternative market 
opportunity to share initial cost and risk


